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THE AIRBUS A.340 AT NEWCASTLE AIRPORT 

By Andy Hutchings 
 
The Airbus A.340 celebrated twenty years of airline service during 2013, and while the type has become more 
regular at Newcastle Airport (in relative terms) in recent years, it remains the rarest western-built jet airliner 
'configuration' here (the basic shape of the Boeing 717, 767-400 and Douglas MD-11 has of course visited 
many times thanks to the DC-9, Boeing 767-2/300 and DC-10). 

From its very beginning, Airbus offered two variants of the A.340, the -200 series and the -300 series, the 
latter approximately four metres longer - the longer model was the first to fly, on 25th October 1991, with the -
200 variant following on 1st April 1992. Lufthansa was the launch carrier, and the first passenger service came 
on 15th March 1993, -200 aircraft D-AIBA operating from Frankfurt to Newark as LH402. It only took a few 
days for the new 'in service' airliner to fly through our airspace, D-AIBA passing overhead Newcastle for the 
first time at 14:11 on 19th March 1993 as LH402. 

Our first A.340 'on the ground' came quite soon afterwards too, the Virgin Atlantic Airways A.340-311 G-
VSKY (msn 0016) debuting the type at Newcastle Airport on a crew validation flight on Monday 7th February 
1994, the aeroplane arriving from Dublin just after mid-day, and departing just over an hour later to Shannon, 
 

 
 
A.340-311 G-VSKY passes over the A696 on short final to runway 07 for the type's first landing at Newcastle 
Airport, in the original version of the Virgin Atlantic colour-scheme, which unusually included a lack of fuselage 
titles - not the fastest of airliners in the cruise, just over two years later the aircraft, appropriately named 'China 
Girl', would provide me with what is still the longest sector in my flying log book, a mind-numbing 15 hours and 
2 minutes from Kai Tak to Heathrow! (Photo: Andy Hutchings) 
 
Monday 7th February 1994 G-VSKY VIR340T Arr 1202 from DUB/EIDW 
  G-VSKY VIR340T Dep1314 to SNN/EINN 
 

 
 
G-VSKY about to taxy for the first A.340 departure at Newcastle Airport - the aircraft, which later flew with 
BWIA as 9Y-JIL and was then broken up at Goodyear, Arizona during June 2009, was also the subject of a 
famous 'crash landing' at Heathrow on 5th November 2007, when it touched down on runway 27L with the port 
main gear locked up. (Photo: Ian MacFarlane) 
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Just over two and half years later we would get our first look at the -200 variant of the A.340, thanks to one of 
the most unusual 'wide-bodied' airliner 'missions' in airport history, A.340-211 V8-JP1 (msn 0009) of the Brunei 
Royal Flight visiting on no fewer than three occasions on a miserable Sunday 20th October 1996! A date which 
will no doubt be etched in the memory of many fans of Newcastle United football club, the Sultan of Brunei 
also made the trip north to see his favourite team, Manchester United, at St.James' Park that afternoon - along 
with his two sons (and many other famous 'hangers on'), hence the two loaded arrivals and departures, the 
Sultan not being able to fly on the same aeroplane as his sons. 
 
Sunday 20th October 1996 V8-JP1  Arr 0949 from LTN/EGGW 
  V8-JP1  Dep 1024 to LTN/EGGW 
  V8-JP1  Arr 1328 from LTN/EGGW 
  V8-JP1  Dep 1811 to LTN/EGGW 
  V8-JP1  Arr 2008 from LTN/EGGW 
  V8-JP1  Dep 2047 to LHR/EGLL 
 

 
 
A rare shot of A.340-211 V8-JP1 turning off runway 25 at Newcastle Airport on one of its three landings on 
Sunday 20th October 1996. Not suprisingly for such an executive configuration, the aeroplane has remained a 
'biz jet' its entire life, spending time in Jordan, and then Saudi Arabia, where it now flys for Alpha Star as HZ-
A1. (Photo: Steve Barnes) 
 
A full ten years then passed until the next Airbus A.340 visit to Newcastle Airport, which came courtesy of a 
military operated aeroplane, A.340-212 F-RAJB (msn 0081) of Armee de l'Air unit ET03.060 operating a 
trooping flight on behalf of the Belgian military on the morning of Monday 6th November 2006. The aeroplane 
was also to provide our most recent visit from the A.340 during late November 2013. 
 
Monday 6th November 2006 F-RAJB CTM1098 Arr 0939 from BRU/EBBR 
  F-RAJB CTM1098 Dep 1055 to CDG/LFPG 
 

 
 
An aircraft originally delivered to Austrian Airlines as OE-LAH, French Air Force A.340-212 F-RAJB is seen 
here departing runway 25 at Newcastle Airport on 6th November 2006. (Photo: Ian MacFarlane) 
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Friday 29th November 2013 F-RAJB CTM1071 Arr 0951 from BRU/EBBR 
  F-RAJB CTM1072 Dep 1156 to CDG/LFPG 
 
Kuwait Airways Airbus A.340-313 9K-ANB (msn 0090) had visited in the meantime, making three of the type's 
current total of only nine landings at Newcastle Airport during April 2011 and February 2013, the fifth 'wide-
body' type used by the carrier on its long running freight charter series from the airport. 
 

 
 
A.340-313 9K-ANB building up speed on runway 07 for its second departure from Newcastle Airport on 
Tuesday 19th April 2011. (Photo: Andy Hutchings) 
 
Monday 4th April 2011 9K-ANB KAC5103 Arr 1726 from KWI/OKBK 
Tuesday 5th April 2011 9K-ANB KAC5104 Dep 1037 to KWI/OKBK 
Monday 18th April 2011 9K-ANB KAC5105 Arr 1706 from KWI/OKBK 
Tuesday 19th April 2011 9K-ANB KAC5106 Dep 1033 to KWI/OKBK 
Friday 22nd February 2013 9K-ANB KAC1505 Arr 1203 from KWI/OKBK 
  9K-ANB KAC1506 Dep 1406 to KWI/OKBK 
 

 
 
Another good view of the A.340's configuration as 9K-ANB begins its take-off roll at Newcastle Airport on 
Friday 22nd February 2013. (Photo: Andy Hutchings) 
 
No review of the Airbus A.340 at Newcastle Airport is complete without mentioning the 'near first visits' of the 
highly impressive -500 and -600 variants of the type. The 'wide-bodied' aircraft which made up our biggest 
diversion day ever on Saturday 18th December 2010, were almost added to on the afternoon of Sunday 19th 
by Arik Air Airbus A.340-500 CS-TFX which had diverted to Brussels from Heathrow the previous day, and 
which was for a time planned into Newcastle Airport to 'repatriate' its passengers which had reportedly spent 
the time since its landing at Brussels on board the aeroplane. Unfortunately the variant's first-visit will have to 
wait for another day, as will the first appearance here of a model -600, an example of which almost made it's 
way to Newcastle Airport during the first month of 2014. 

A total of 377 A.340s were built (28 -200s, 218 -300s, 34 -500s, and 97 -600s), and production ended on 
10th November 2011, however Airbus and Rolls-Royce recently announced a plan to bring an enhanced -600 
back into production, subject to interest from airlines. Regardless of whether this new venture literally gets off 
the ground, the Airbus A.340 will surely remain forever one of the rarest airliner shapes at Newcastle Airport. 
 
CREDIT: Peter Ure. 


