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Global Express N725LB at Carlisle Airport on Saturday 16th November 2013. (Photo: Geoff Mackay) 
 
BOULMER New Minister of State for the Armed Forces, Mark Francois visited the base on 26/11/2013 to 
gain a deeper understanding of the role it plays in support of the defence of the UK and deployed operations 
worldwide. He was given an overview of the Air Surveillance and Control System (ASACS) Force and was also 
briefed on the role the RAF’s School of Aerospace Battle Management plays in providing Tactical Airspace 
Battle Management training for UK Armed Forces, NATO and other foreign national military personnel, and 
was given an overview of the role of No 1 Air Control Centre, the RAF’s deployable Command and Control 
unit. He said: “The security of the UK is paramount to our Government, and during my enjoyable and 
informative visit to RAF Boulmer I experienced first hand the impressive capabilities of the Air Surveillance and 
Control Systems Force. It was a privilege to meet some of the men and women, who, for 365 days a year, 
work around the clock to monitor the skies in defence of the UK. Under the direction of these personnel, RAF 
fighters can be scrambled at a moment’s notice to intercept unidentified aircraft approaching UK airspace. This 
capability has made a vital contribution to the defence of the UK and will continue to do so in the decades 
ahead.” 
 
CARLISLE Noted on 18/11/2013 were JetRanger G-SELY and Swedish Air Force C-130H 84004/844, the 
latter thought to be operating over the EWTR at nearby RAF Spadeadam. 

Stobart Group has been given planning permission for its fallback option of a freight distribution centre at 
Kingmoor Park if it fails to get permission to develop the airport site. The complex could employ up to 180 full-
time staff on a plot of land just off the western bypass. Stobart Group said in a statement today: “We welcome 
the approval of planning. This gives us another option with regard to future operations in Cumbria.” 
 
DURHAM TEES VALLEY The airport has continued with public consultation meetings for its masterplan. 
Peter Nears, strategic planning director for The Peel Group, the airport’s major shareholder, said: “People 
have been very interested and wanted to have discussions. People were concerned about the long-term future 
of the airport, but there does need to be changes made. We wouldn’t be doing this if we didn’t see a long-term 
future for the airport.” Mr Nears said the feedback from the consultation would be assessed before a final 
version of the masterplan is drawn up, probably in February. 
 
ESHOTT Spectrum G-MWPG is soon to be finally retired and broken up for spares - the aircraft is 
expected to be removed from the airfield in the near future for this purpose. Cessna 182H G-PUGS was noted 
parked next to the Runway 01 threshold on 07/12/2013. 
 
EAST LINTON Quikr G-CGAZ arrived at Merryhatton Garden Centre on 24/11/2013 with a very important 
person at the controls - Santa Claus! He must have left his sleigh at home! 
 
NEWCASTLE AIRPORT In the long running legal proceedings over bonuses paid to the former Chief 
Executive and Financial Director, the Court of Appeal has found Eversheds had acted honestly and in good 
faith, and had no reason to doubt that Mr Parkin and Mr Friis were properly authorised to give instructions on 
the company’s behalf. On 28/11/2013, Lord Justice Rimer, sitting with Lords Justice Moore-Bick and Underhill, 
ruled that it had breached its duty of care by not providing explanatory notes to the airport's remuneration 
committee on the impact of bonus deals negotiated by John Parkin and Lars Friis, and had breached its 
retainer by failing to provide any explanatory memorandum to Ms Radcliffe. 


